During our tour we visited and examined some four hundred villages, traversed the roads made within the last 15 years and many of earlier construction, inspected numerous embankments, and followed the courses of several old rivers.
The route taken by us whilst making our investigations and enquiries will be found marked on a map appended to this report. [Not printed.] 5. Topography.?The district cf Nuddea is a vast alluvial plain intersected by six large rivers, numerous smaller channels, and by a labyrinth-like network of forsaken riverbeds and old rivers in every stage of decay and effacement. It is dotted with lagoons and marshes, and studded with numerous towns and villages, which are frequently hidden in clumps of bamboos and clusters of trees.
The lands are closely cultivated. As in all deltoid formations, the fall of the country is away from the rivers, but the regularity of the slope is broken up by the tangle of rivers and river-beds which cross and recross one another and obstruct the natural lines of surface drainage.
6. History of the fever.?It is in this district that a severe malarious fever has prevailed for the past two years. The reports of Dr. Sutherland and others have shown the history of epidemic fevers in Bengal in former years, and our inquiries have brought nothing new to light. It is quite clear that fever his long been present in Nuddea, and in villages such as Oola, Ichapore, Srinugger and Jaharpore, it is never dormant for any length of time.
7. The present outbreak was first noticed in the middle of In 1880, iSSo, when the cieatns irom iever in mis district rose from 1,927 ir July to 3,759 in August, culminating in November with a mortality of 12,822. The tracts chiefly affected during the period ot greatest fever mortality in that year (?. e., the six months, August 1880 to January r88i) were the sub-divisions of Bongong, the Sudder and Meherpore. In Chooadanga the more easterly portions alone were affected, the condition of the western thanas being normal.
In this sub-division, according to Baboo Judoo Nath Bose, sub-divisional officer, the fever was traced to the village of Hurinakunda, in the Jhenidah sub-division of Jessore, where it prevailed virulently in 1879. From this place it was transferred in 1880 westwards to Jaharpore and Paikparx and other villages situated on the banks of the Bhatahi, a stream formerly connected with the Kumar, but now a closed water-course.
The fever did not, in 1880, travel further than Kulcherra, a village about two miles north-east of Chooadanga town. Since then the disease has spread over the whole sub-division.
8. The total number of deachs from fever for the calendar year of 1880 was 54,420; but as this epidemic did not break out till Tuly, for the purposes of comparison it may be better to consider the months from August to January as showing the incidence of fever, in which case the mortality may be put at 51,783 for those six months.
11.
In 1881 the virulence of the fever appears to 
